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Robots, directed and conceived

by Christian Denisart
Produced by Le Voyage Extraordinaire, Branch
Worcham. Laurence Iseli. 2009.
reviewed by Jen Gunnels

Once upon a time there was a man with three robots.

I first read about the play Robots in the July 2009 issue of the
IEEE Spectrum, which is not the usual venue for thcatre reviews.
Robots, however, actually has robots as members of the cast, so I can
understand why engineers might get excited about theater in this
instance. Unfortunately, all they published was a single photo and less
than a paragraph, which only mentioned the engineering involved.
Director? Theater? Actors? What-ever. Did you see the robots? The play
has real robots! The thought of mechanical as opposed to human cast
members was sufficiently intriguing to prompt further investigation
into the production. For my efforts, I was rewarded with a recording
of the original performance, courtesy of the director.

Robots, produced by Le Voyage Extraordinaire, premiered at the
Théitre Barnabe in Servion, Switzerland on May 1, 2009. Billed as
a musical (and it is, but in an unconventional sense), the play follows
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L. Timmel Duchamp
Burning the Complacent Veldt of
Narrative: Reading On Joanna Russ

1. Russ’s Place in the Genre

Over the last three decades of the twenticth century, Joanna Russ
produced an important body of work, ranging from short fiction and
novels toincisive criticism, essays, and a book of acute polirical analysis.
In Wesleyan University Press’s new critical anthology On Joanna
Rauss, Graham Sleight declares that Russ “produced one of the three
or four finest bodies of work in speculative short fiction” (200), while
Samuel R. Delany names her “one of the finest—and most necessary—
writers of American fiction to publish between 1959 . . . and 1998”
(185). Most feminist sf critics would also credit her with having laid
the foundations of feminist sf criticism besides having written one of
feminist s most acclaimed and necessary novels.

In her introduction to the volume, editor Farah Mendlesohn
establishes the centrality ofanger in Russ’s work, implicitly inviting the
reader to attend to its presence (or not) in each of the book’s chapters.
She characterizes Russ as “a writer whose angry creativity burns the
complacent veldt of narrative” and asserts that the “core of Russ’s
work” is “rupture, or the refusal to go along with the storying of the
world” (vii). “Burning through each tale are the questions, Whose
narratives arc these? Who benefits from this storying of the world?”
(viii). “Reading Russ,” she confesses, “can be exhausting, emotionally
harrowing” (ix). Most intriguing for me, she states: “Russ produced a
body of work whose influence has been complex. She is a writer whose
work provokes reaction rather than emulation . . .” (ix).

Two-thirds of the way through the volume, in the first paragraph
of his ourstanding “Art and Amity: The ‘Opposed Aesthetic’ in Mina
Loy and Joanna Russ,” Paul March-Russell notes the persisting
tendency of critics to smooth over the jagged, angry edges of Russ’s
work, to effectively neutralize the challenges it continues to issue, by
reading her witas merely entertaining and—in effect—apolitical. Even
those critics who declare Russ’s work as subversive do this, he says.
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Robots

continued from page I

three days in the life of the Man (played by the American actor Branch
Worsham), who has one last chance to connect to the world of flesh
and blood outside his apartment. He has contentedly relied upon his
creations, three robot companions, to meet his every need until he has
the chance to meet with the Woman (Laurence Iseli). The actors do
not speak, and the absence of verbal language makes the play ideal for
international touring and for conveying a modern technological tale
4 Ia the Brothers Grimm. While the story itself contains an element
of Pygmalion and Galatea, there is no happy ending, and the robot
Galatea remains a machine.

The set and costumes, designed by Gilbert Maire and Cécile
Collet respectively, add to the fairytale quality by suggesting neither
modern nor Victorian elements. Think of Jules Verne meets IKEA
by way of Frankenstein’s lab. It works well, and the aesthetic is very
much intentional. The creator/director of Rebots, Christian Denisart,
has been a fan of Jules Verne since childhood, which explains both
the concept behind the stage design and the name of his production
company. Surrounding the whole is the vast pipe organ of the Théitre
Barnabe. The organ provides the music throughout the play, acting as
a Greek chorus, commenting on both the action and the emotions of
the characters. The music, composed by Lee Maddeford, has elements
of the carnivalesque in its calliope sound, but the repetitious themes
of certain scenes are more reminiscent of a Phillip Glass score. Because
of the total lack of spoken dialogue and the extensive use of music, the
production might be considered a dance piece but not in a traditional
sense. Choreographers Corinne Rochet & Nicholas Pettit have created
a subtle blend of mime and modern dance.

The action opens with the incongruous juxtaposition of Igor,
the robotic butler, carrying a candle. The candlelight reflecting off
the metal gives an unsettling fecling due to the disjointed image.
Simultaneously, there is a sense of the impersonal, in the metallic

Igor meets the Woman at the door
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sheen of the robot, and the intimate, in the soft candlelight. Such
juxtapositions occur throughout the play, creating a subtle sense
of estrangement. While Igor goes about the start of an average day,
Bruno,across between adog, aroomba, and alarge MP3 player, circles
about underfoot. Within the first act, Worsham brilliantly portrays
a quiet, gentle man with harmless quirky behaviors. His ritualized,
repetitive behavior, such as placing a hand on his head and turning
in a circle every time he comes to a certain place on the stairs, creates
an extremely likeable if pitiable character.

A letter announces the arrival of the Woman. A flurry of activity
replaces the Man’s sedate routine as he rehearses exactly what will
happen during his meeting with the Woman. When she arrives, bit by
bit, things begin to go wrong, as she fails to behave according to his
script. His pride and joy, the robots he has created, make the Woman
uneasy at first. Her lack of comfort comes through in the dismissive
and disrespectful (perhaps even cruel) behavior with which she treats
them. Granted, they are robots and as such have no feelings to injure,
but it is evident that they are in some respects extensions of the Man.
Such actions seem especially callous since the Man’s pride in his
creations and his desire to please her are so evident.

The first act scts the tone for the two systems of communication
in progress—the spontaneous and socially intuitive (Woman) and the
rehearsed and predetermined (Man)—and both miss their marks. The
Man cannot relate to the spontaneous behavior of the Woman (nor
to her greater interest in Aim and not the robots), and the Woman
cannot appreciate the difficulty of interaction for the Man. The first
date falls apart with regret for the outcome on both sides and with
no sensc that a happy resolution is possible.

The second act follows the aftermath of the initial, and disastrous,
meeting berween the Man and the Woman. He cannot cope with the
unpredictable nature of human relations after the easy predictability
of programmed robots. Reluctantly, he returns to a canvas-covered
object upstage in his laboratory workspace. Unveiled, the audience
sees the outline of a sophisticated robot, Leila, reminiscent of Maria
in Fritz Lang’s Metropolis. The countenance of the robot is refined
and resembles the Woman seen in Act I, but her torso is constructed
of panels, like a tailor’s mannequin, with large wheels for feet. Then
it/she opens her eyes. The delicacy and grace of movement is amazing
and disconcerting. She is so very obviously a robot, intentionally
unfinished and mechanical, and yet the movement, the gestures are
so human. The two then act out the idealized meeting as planned
by the Man.

The initial focus remains on Leila—her movement and design
are riveting—but as the act continues, she simply becomes another
character. During part of the scene, the Man and Leila dance,
mimicking what the Man had intended for the Woman. While this
robotic substituion is slightly disturbing, Worsham brings a sweet
charm to the situation. At the end of their dance, the Man and Leila
move downstage and center. The Man breathes hard, chest moving up
and down after his exertions. Then I noticed the action of the robort,
and the play once again twisted back to uncanny and disturbing, the
Dancer’s chest moved in time with the Man’s, as ifit toowere breathing
hard. No, this play did not leave me completely comfortable.

In the final act, the Man once again faces the Woman, this time
without his robots. He comes to a decision and resolutely sends Igor
and Bruno off stage. He then tries to interact with the Woman. At
one point, he is distracted, and the Woman, left to her own curiosity,
finds Leila. Her reactions of shock, disgust, and jealousy alienate
her from any meaningful interaction with the Man. She destroys
the robot, leading to the final tragedy of her own accidental death
and the symbolic death of the Man’s hopes of being able to relate to
humans.

Inaninterviewwith Denisarton October 29,2009, with hisagent
Marc Lambelet assisting with interpreting, I had the opportunity
to learn more about the conception of the play in addition to the
challenges associated with directing three robots. I asked what first
prompted the production concept, and Denisart replied:

Ten years ago, I saw on TV a robot balancing from branch to
branch. It looked elegant and quick and not what I expected
from arobot. Iloved robots but didn’t know thart technology



The Man and Leila
More photos from Robots can be found on pages 1 and 23

had advanced enough to do this. That’s what made me feel it
was possible to put robots on stage. I went to Frangois Junod
with [a] written synopsis of the play and asked if this was
possible. [Junod] said that is was possible and was interested
in the project.

When he first thought about the play and started writing eight
years ago, Denisart only wanted to address the questions of what our
relationships with technology could be, not necessarily to comment
on them or to create a message. He made it clear to me that he does
love technology, but he regards the relationship between human and
robot with suspicion. He feels that we are following a dangerous path
in this respect:

I read something that said for $1,800 you can take a three-
dimensional picture of somcone’s face, record their voice, and
you getasimulation of that person. At the end of the article, it
said you can bring it to [ the | homes of others, and they can just
have you there all day. I found this disturbing. Understand
that I like and am extremely interested in technology, but I
am concerned about its social impact.

For the engineering junkics, I will return to the robots. They
were developed by Frangois Junod of the Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale
de Lausanne, and the Swiss corporation Bluebotics built the three
very distinct robots for the production. They interact with the actors
and are in themselves characters within the story, each representing
a different type of robot. Igor, the butler, represents the services of
industrial robots, while Bruno encompasses thosc elements of robotics
and computers which entertain. Leila, the dancer, moves and acts in
such a way that I must use the word embodies—it, she, embodies the
cfforts of robotics to mirror the human. Each robot uses “alaser-based
guidance system and a scheme that uses something like a Musical
Instrument Digital Interface (MIDI) protocol for controlling the
humanoids’ every move” (IEEE Spectrum 21). In going to Francois
Junod, Denisart got an erotic sensuality from Leila that one would not
necessarily associate with robotic movement. Junod is extremely well-
known for making meticulously lifelike mechanical figures, making
possible the subtle gestures required for Leila.

Of course, acting with the robots produced its own difficulties.
Because the robots cannot produce readable emotions, the actors
must carry all the emotive aspect of the performance. Essentially,
they must act to produce both their own characters and those of the
robots. Worsham and Iseli do an astounding job in both respects.
Additionally, the workshop and rehearsal phase of the production
produced some unexpected hitches. Most robots have sensors which
allow them ro avoid contact with objects. The workshops revealed
that the security systems put in to avoid contact had to be removed.
Staging a dance while one parrner is assiduously trying to avoid the
other is fairly difficult. Programmers needed to examine how to help
the robots differentiate between good and bad contact. Additionally,

The Man and Leiln, dancing

robots are required to do repetitive activity for long periods of time.
They will sometimes break down, and while that is not an issue
when fetching objects in warchouses, on stage there can be no stops.
Such unusual needs presented the programmers with challenges they
would not necessarily have encountered in more traditional industrial
situations.

The project as a whole interested Junod for several reasons. First,
he wanted to examine the challenge in creating technology that can
be utilized without extensive training. In addition to usage, robotics
in particular has an issue involving appearance. Denisart explained:

Should the robot look humanoid or should it be a cube? Arc
these assets or frightening things? Designers must reflect on
this in making the machine. When the robot is fast, is this
good, scary, or worrying? These were issues that were very
much of interest in developing the robots. How the audience
reacted was good information for [Junod] in research. The
play was a kind of laboratory for experimentation.

Science and technology are not foreign subjects to the stage.
Going back to the automatons of the early ninteenth century, public
display of technology and devices was often theatrical in nature.
Thomas Edison made plans to but never did create an artificial
woman. She rcappears, however, as the character Halavy in the
1886 French novel I’Eve future (The New Eve) by Auguste Villiers
de I'Isle-Adam. Throughout the late nineteenth century, the theater
came to rely heavily upon an overt use of technology and current
popular science in creating the lavish realism required in staging
plays. Actor/director/dramatist William Gillette (1853-1937)
was known for his love of gadgetry, which often featured in his
popular portrayals of Sherlock Holmes. The most extreme usage
of technology within the theatre may be the 1902 Theatre Royal
production of Ben Hur with its onstage chariot race complete with
16 live horses and a complex series of treadmills and revolving
panoramic background giving the illusion of motion. Within the last
two decades, several plays, such as Breaking the Code (1986) (Turing
biography), Arcadia (1993) (mathematical biology), Copenhagen
(1998) (the wartime meeting between Heisenburg and Bohr),
Praof (2000) (Fermat’s theorem), Fermat’s Last Tango (2000) (a
musical concerning Fermat’s theorem), and Now Then Again (2001)
(quantum physics) have utilized aspects of science. However, these
plays tend ro address the people behind the science or use science as
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a plot device 2nd not necessarily to explore the impact of the science
itself upon the human. Now Then Again intriguingly sets out to
record a theory of quantum mechanics in a dramatic form. According
to the introduction of the play written by John G. Cramer, himself
a renowned physicist, the play uses as a metaphor the depiction of
“quantum events as a handshake between the future and the past
through the medium of quantum waves that travel in both time
directions.” Penny Penniston uses the theory for both the plot and
the dramatic structure of the play. While Penniston’s work comes
closest to showing how a theory would work in a human situation, it
does not intentionally set out to measure audience reception of the
theory. In addressing the audience perception of the robots in the
piece, Robots essentially becomes a laboratory for direct feedback,
something not always available to rescarchers.

Overall, the play is a beautifully crafted piece. My only complaint
would be that the action occasionally drags due to robotics. The robots
can move only so fast, and this cannot be rectified in any way other
than through engineering. Having realized this, Denisart and the
actors have attempted to incorporate the slower motion of the robots
into the movement of the play as a whole with some success. Other

audience members have mentioned this difficulty, butitis not so great
that it detracts from the impact of the whole. :

Tam delighted that Denisart gave me the opportunity to see a full
recording of the show. Snippets of the play can be viewed at the website
for Le Voyage Extraordinaire <www.lesvoyagesextraordinaires.ch/
robots/index_angl.php>. Nothing, however, can really substitute
for the energy of a live performance. The robots and the story are
simple yet sophisticated. Both convey elements of technology, its
use, its representation, and its reception, all of which are pertinent.
Perhaps more importantly, this play marks the level of cooperation
and collaboration between two seemingly disparate fields. The project
helped generate innovations in robotic programming, outlining new
problems and their solutions. It also serves as a real world laboratory
allowing a more general population to voice opinions on robotic
design. Frankly, this play needs to be seen in the United States. I
can’t afford a ticket to Switzerland, even if the play does have real
robots. M

Jen Gunnels lives in the cybevnetic wondevland that is Yorktown
Heights, New York.

The Sorcerer’s House by Gene Wolfe
New York: Tor Books, 2010; $24.99 hc; 304 pages
reviewed by John Clute
y =

It may be the case that there is nothing here but a tale that can
be seen, nor would this be the first time that Gene Wolfe has allowed
his readers to enter a story properly the first time round: usually, as has
been said before, it is only the second or third reading that allows you
in. A recent Wolfe novel, Pirate Freedom (which I reviewed in NYRSF
233) can also be understood as having been told in clear: asa pacan on
the white notes of the scale, no rebus ahoy! to flag us. But although
its mirrors and doublings warn that its innards will almost certainly
onlyultimately be delvable through the usual Wolfe steganography (cf.
my review of The Wizard Knight, NYRSF 196), The Sorcerer’s House
rewards a simple (which is to say initial) reading even more than its
predecessor from 2007.

We are getting into dangerous territory here: but I think I am
going to claim that Gene Wolfe’s twenty-eighth or seventeenth novel
(or more, or fewer, depending on how to count the Books of the Sun
and Latro’s multivolume saga) is a jen desprit, that for a moment,
five decades down his long career, he has allowed the conjuror who
represents the real author on the stage of the page to show his cards
at the very beginning of the prestidigitation to come. Which is not
to say that the reader of House ever sees the conjuror (or the implied
author, or the homunculus, or the voice in your ear) in clear, or really
(in a sense) at all. This is normal. Almost none of Wolfe’s major novels
or series exposes to clear view or ear the semblance or voice of an
implied author whom readers normally and half-unconsciously expect
their mind’s eye to “meet” when they open the page of a new book;
and there is no “Gene Wolfe™ to meet in the current novel, any more
than there is in his other major books (but sce below).

As is the case of so many of those earlier books, a manuscript
intervenes in House between the implied author and the reader. It may
seem tedious to rehearsce previous examples, as the litany is well known,
but there is a point in doing so. Many of us will remember, for instance,
that all twelve volumes that make up the three Book sequences are
presented cither as found physical texts of a confessional memoir and/
or biographies; the Latro sequence comprises dozens upon dozens of
technically disjointed aides memoires; The Wizard Knight is the text
of a missive, which we are meant to believe has been delivered to the
brother for whom it was written; The Fifth Hend of Cerberus can only
be understood after the reader identifies the true author of its central
section (and makes some guess as to the reader within the book of that
discovered text); I have not myself read Peace for three decades, and
although I remember it as almost entirely put together as a nesting of
interrupted stories, I can no longer pinpoint where some fault line may
run between “recounted” material and Dennis’s (which is to say the
implied narrator’s which is to say the risen ghost’s) telling of things;
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Pirate Freedom is the written-down soon-to-be-published apologia of
a bad priest. What each one of these books claims is that the reader is
encountering something not so much told as found, and that what is
found is belated: that you can never be in the presence of the telling,
or its present. Like its predecessors, The Sorcerer’s House is estranged
from the reader up here in thin air; it is an epistolary novel, and its
tesserae of letters from and to its protagonist have been arranged (as
a compiler who does not sign himself Gene Wolfe states) “in a (not
the) logical order.” Sounds like business as usual.

But as I began by saying, I think it is not; or that, somehow, the
rcader can get away with thinking it is not. From the beginning of his
career, Wolfe has tended to structure his novels as I’ve just described—
as unfoldings whose tellers are shadowed from us, and whose junction
points are exempted from the continuities that implied narrators are
intuitively responsible for—but that he does not so structure his
novellas and stories. They are told by a narrator. The Sorcerer’s House
is not; but it reads as though its main speaker, the author of most of
the letters constituting the text, were speaking to us in clear, fully to
be trusted, amiable to us, no agenbite. Though it is 300 pages long,
House is built to be read in a single sitting. It is a jes.

Very soon we learn that almost every proper name in the book
relates somehow or other to the color black; the sorcerer himself—a
godgame figure whose legacy and presence underwrites everything
that happens to Baxter Dunn, the protagonist—is named Zwart Black,
though he sometimes goes as Alexander Skotos (Greek for shadow).
We also learn that pretty well everything in the book comes in twos:
like all the Blacks, Baxter (who discovers that he is Black’s son) is an
identical twin; the book itself, 44 chapters long, is divided halfway
through by two chapters (22 and 23) with the same title, “Silver
Bullets™; two real estate agents are involved with Baxter, each of
whom sleeps with him; there is a good house and a bad house, they
are identical, or not. But none of this needs decipherment to work
out: everything, at this level of the tale, is told to us.

So once it is understood that House is a godgame, and that
therefore everything is, in the end, epenly under the control of an
engendering magus or author, the story is not hard to take joy in.
Baxter Dunn, newly released from prison, has taken refuge in the small
town of Medicine Man (it is that obvious), where he hopes to start
life afresh, away from the twin brother he has somehow defrauded,
a jailable offense. We do not learn how he has settled on Medicine
Man. By a series of “accidents,” he discovers that he is heir to a house
near the river, a house that expands and contracts to hold the number
of people (all connected) who are inside at any one point; from this
house it is possible to catch glimpses—it is one of the many echoes in
the text of previous Wolfe novels, in this case Castleview—of Faeric.
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CULTURE

' Des robots
- sur les planches

; Une comédie musicale,

présentée en mai a Lau-
sanne (Suisse), met en scéne
pour la premiére fois des cy-

. beracteurs. Trois robots y
| tiennent les réles d'un ma-

jordome, d'un animal de com-
pagnie et d'une danseuse et
interagissent avec un acteur

| et une actrice de chair et
| d'os. Juste retour des cho-
| ses, puisque le mot robot (du
| tchéque robota, servage)

vient d'une piéce de théatre
dont le héros était androide.

. R.U.R., ou les Robots univer-

VALENTIN FLAURAUD/REUTERS

sels de Rossum, fut écrite en
1921 par le Tchécoslovaque
Karel Capek.

CA SE PASSE AUJOURD’HUI

THIERRY LEGAULT/NASA/REUTERS

ASTRONOMIE:

Surle$S

e 12 mai dernier, I'astroph
L cais Thierry Legault a sai

tre spatial Kennedy, en Fl
Atlantis en transit devant le Sole
res plus t6t, le véhicule spatia
chemin de son but : le télesca
doit réparer sur son orbite terre
calculs de trajectoire permett
nome passionné de détermine
et le lieu d'oti il pourra observe
bite passant dans ['axe du Soleil!
extrémement furtif : la navette 1
a pres de 8 km/s et elle ne se
disque de feu que pendant 0,3
Soleil, Thierry Legault doit !
chance et s'en remettre aux a
déclenche le moteur de son ar
I'heure prévue. Au final : sur
clichés, un seul montre Atlant
Le travail du photographe est di
site : http://www.astrophoto.fr

Ca m’intéresse, F, 27 juillet 2009
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Actress Laurence Iseli and a mechanical co-star perform during a rehearsal of the musical "Robots" in
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Os rubus s3o capazes de interagir com os atores e com o
cendrio

Trés robds estio se preparando para estrear em
uma peca de teatro na Suica, no dia 1o de maic. Os
robds dividirio o palco com os atores Laurence Iseli
e Branch Worsham no musical Robots.

05 robés foram desenvolvidos pela BlueBotics em
parceria com o Instituto Federal de Tecnologia em
Lausanne e 530 capazes de interagir com os atores
€ com o cendrio.

O musical conta a histdria de urm homem auto-
exilado que vive com trés robds e recebe avisita de
uma mulher, que representa sua Oitima ligacdo com
o mundao exterior.

A peca estréia no dia 1o de maio e fica gm cartaz até
17 de maio, segundo a AF, no Teatro Barnabe em
Senvion, perto de Lausanne, na Suiga.

U nere ncontre.com [
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Robéds irdo encenar peca de teatro na Suica

Trés rubis esldu se prepaiando pdra esbiedr 2m uind pegd de lealro nid Suigd,

no dia 1° de maio. Os robds dividirdo o palco com os atores Laurence Iseli e
Branch Worshiaim nu musical Rubots.

» Veja fotos dos robds ensaiando para a peca @
» Robd estrela peca de teatro ao lado de atriz no Japdo

0Os robds foram desenvolvidos pela BlueBotics em parceria com o Instituto

Federal de Tecnologia em Lausanne e s3o capazes de interagir com os atores e
com o cendrio.

U musical conta a histdria de um homem auto-exilado que vive com trés robds e

recebe a visita de uma mulher, que representa sua ultima ligacdo com o mundo
exterior.

A pega estréia no dia 1° de maio e fica em cartaz até 17 de maio, segundo a
AP, no Teatro Barnabe em Servion, perto de Lausanne, na Suica.

Redacdo Terra
0s robds sdo capazes de interagir com os
Compartihs ests noticia 0 que € isto? atores e com o cendrio
& delicio.us o Facebook & Technorati
Tecnologia Terra, Brésil, 23 avril 2009
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Actreas Laurence lseli performs during a rehearsal of
the musical "Robots® at the Bamabe Theatre in
Servion, near Lausanne, April 22, 2009, The musical
tells the story of a man in self imposed exile who
lives with three robots (a butler, a pet and a dancer)
and who is facing a visit from a woman who
represents his last link with the cutside world. The
threa automatons were developed by a spin-off from
tha EPFL called BlueBetics and are able to act
autcnomously and interact with the two actors and the
set. The musical will have its world premiere May 1
and will play untll May 17, 2009,

daylife, New York, USA,, 26 avril 2009
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o VERMASFOTOS  * Actuaciones mecanicas. El jueves, en Suiza, se
3 presentd a la prensa la primera obra teatral con Remove spywal'e Like:
actores mecanicos. Es un musical que se llama
Robots y se caracteriza por contar con tres robots
que interactdan con los actores en el escenario. Se

estrenara el 1° de mayo en el teatro Barnabé, de b De{e“der’
Senvion, cerca de Lausana. Cuenta la historia de un Antivirus 360 & more.
hombre ermitafio, recluido en su casa junto con tres

robots, que espera |a visita de una mujJer que Free Scan:
representa su dltimo lazo con el mundo exterior. ﬁ
Los tres personajes automaticos fueron construidos
por una divisidn de la Escuela Politécnica Federal
de Lausana llamada BlueBaotics. Son capaces de Nmn‘naGoﬂg[e
actuar en forma auténoma e interrelacionarse con
sus compafieros humanos: Branch Worsham y
Laurence Iseli.

nch Worsham junto con uno de los personajes
:anicos del musical Robots, durante uno de los
5

&l teatro Barnab Suiza

* El sempiterno Gregor Samsa. La metamorfosis .
de Franz Kafka, sigue siendo un atractivo desafio
para los teatristas de todo el mundo. Esta vez la PRNRAIN GRATIC

La Nacion, Argentine, 26 avril 2009
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Robds irdo encenar peca de teatro na Suiga IFTTIIRANASFMANA

de maio
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Aplicacoes

Trés robds estio se preparando para estrear em uma peca de teatro na Suiga, no dia
1o de maio. Os robds dividirio o palco com os atores Laurence Iseli e Branch
Worsham no musical Robots.

Os robds foram desenvolvidos pela BlueBotics em parceria com o Instifuto Federal de
Tecnologia em Lausanne e 550 capazes de interagir com os atores e com o cenario.

O musical conta a histdria de um homem auto-exilado que vive com trés robds e
recebe a vislta de uma mulher, que representa sua Uitima ligacio com ¢ mundo
cuterior,

Mecatronica Atual, Brésil, 24 avril 2009
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Actress Laurence Iseli performs with a robot during a rehearsal of
the musical ‘Robots’ at the Barnabe Theatre in Servion, near
Lausanne in Switzerland
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ISVICRE'DEKI Barnabe Tiyatrosu, sahneye yiiksek giincellenme zamani 24.4.2009 y o

teknoloji triinii robotlann rol aldigi bir muzikal i .

koyuyor Wic

“Robots™ adll mizikalde, d¢ robotla yagayan ve
kendini yalnizhga mahkdm eden bir adamin dykisa
anlatiliyor. Fotografta ise Isvicre Federal Teknalaiji
Enstitiisi tarafindan iretilen robotlarla dans eden aktris
Laurence Iseli géraliyor. Oyun, dinya capindaki
galasini 1 Mayis'ta yapacak.
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| Legin | Caption : Actress Laurence Iseli and actor Branch Worsham perform during a rehearsal of the musical :
'Robots' at the Barnabe Theatre in Servion, near Lausanne, Switzerland, Wednesday, April 22, 2009. The :
musical tells the story of a man in self-imposed exile who lives with three robots and who is facing a visit :
from a woman who represents his last link with the outside world. The three automatons were developed |
Cuvinte cheie: by a spin-off from the EPFL called BlueBotics and are able to act autonomously and interact with the two
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Swine flu outbreak: special report
Health experts are on high alert to
prevent the spread of a new human stre
of the swine flu virus which has killed 14
people in Mexico. Cases have been
reported in the Spain and the US,

Weekend sport winners and losers
Which sporting stars replicated the
stunning success of British boxer Carl
Froch and who had performances they'd
rather forget? We reveal the weekend's
sporting winners and losers,

The world's toughest races

‘While the prospect of running 26 miles
may sound daunting, the London Marathe
is far from the world's most physically
punishing race. We take a look at some
other contenders from arcund the world.

History retweets itself

As Henry VIII Twitters the death of his
father, MSN imagines how other historic
figures might have tweeted major event
during their lifetimes, in 140 characters
or less, had the technology been
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Actress Laurence Iseli performs during a rehearsal of the musical 'Robots' at the
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Actress Laurence Iseli performs during a
rehearsal of the musical "Robots”™ at the
Barnabe Theatre in Servion, near Lausanne,
April 22, 2009. The musical tells the story of a
man in self-imposed exile who lives with
three robots (a butler, a pet and a dancer} and
who is facing a visit from a woman who
represents his last link with the outside world.
The three automatons were developed by a
spin-off from the EPFL called BlueBotics and
are able to act autonomously and interact with
the two actors and the set. The musical will
have its world premiere May 1 and will play
until May 17, 2009. REUTERS/Valentin
Flauraud (SWITZERLAND ENTERTAINMENT
SCITECH ODDLY)
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Robots sobre las tablas

A este paso el ser humano se va a convertir en algo completamente indtil. Resulta que
ahora los robots también quieren ser actores. No les basta con habernos
sustituido en multitud de tareas productivas basicas, o incluso con haber comenzado a
pisarnos el terreno a los investigadores
también quieren subirse a las tablas, y competir con nosotros en el campo de las

Ahora

wlands

res escé . Los robots se han propuesto cantar, bailar, y hasta recitar a

Shakespeare. L

é de Servion, cerca de
. Asi, a secas. Narra la historia de

El préximo dia 1 de mayo se estrena en el Th
Laussane, el musica
un hombre (Branch Worsham) que, voluntariamente, ha elegido la soledad y el
aiglamiento como forma de vida. Vive en una jaula dorada con un drgano y tres
robots como tnica compafii@a. Pero un Importante acontecimiento viene a romper
con tan apacible menotonia: se trata de la visita de una mujer. “Ella” representa el
tinico vinculo que el protagonista mantiene con el mundo real, casi olvidado, habitado
por seres de carne y hueso.

Rob:

en tres actos

njool - (_|ea idn y divulgacidn de

m Seguimiento de la Gripe Por

El pasado 22 de abril se detecto ul

un spin-off del
Se ve qua
han hecho un importante esfuerzo de disefio con las maquinas. De ello ha estado
encargado Luc Bergeron, profesor de disefio industrial de la

Té.

C&#xF3;mo inform
porcin..

No es la pnmera vez que los robots pamcupan en representaciones teatrales. A fi
Nacional
que un grupe de sus robots se comvertirian en la primera compafiia enteramente
robdtica y representarian nada menos que “El Fantasma de la Opera®. Sin
embargo, no tengo claro que la obra llegara a representarse,

a y Tecnolog

Tal vez la auténtica pionera en subir a un robot a escena, y programario
para interpretar un dad ‘papel atico’ fue la Universidad de
Osaka. En aquella oc k !
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries. Ambos robots trabajaban en la obra al servicio de una
joven pareja. Pero uno de los robets comienza & perder la "motivacidn’ por su trabajo,
¥ empleza a hacerse preguntas y a quejarse por las aburridas y tediosas tareas que le
son encomendadas. La obra se llamaba "Hataraky Watashi®("Yo, Trabajador™), y aqui

r 0 para haceros una idea de la pinta que tienen estos robots
amarillos sobre un escenario.

los actores fueron dos robots \ del fabricante

a convertir las poderosas
ntes ocednicas en electricidad.

n nue

fio del motor magnetohidrodindmico. (Te

o todo esto? Aqui intentamios ex

Representacicn de la obra "Hataraku Watashi® (Yo, Trabajador’)

En ambos casos se plantea un problema cada vez de mds actu
apuntaban peliculas (ya clasicas) como
rio”. éComo serd nuestra relacién con los robots, cuando formen
parte de nuestras vidas? Y no silo como meros asistentes domésticos, a cargo de
las tareas més basicas y rutinarias. {Qué sucederd cuando los robots se conviertan en
auténticos compaiieros? &Y si fueran capaces de plantearse preguntas por su cuenta?
£Qué pasaria si no pudidramos distinguir a un robot de un amigo, o de un amante?

lidad, v al que ya

Bie

Da miedo sdlo pensar en algunas de las respuestas.
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vera: i Ao 6 & o Anuncios Google
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jurence Iseli and actor Branch Worsham perform during a rehearsal of
al "Robots” at the Barnabe Theatre in Servion, near Lausanne,

1d, Wednesday, April 22, 2009. The musical tells the story of a man in
sed exile who lives with three robots and who is facing a visit from a

ho represents his last link with the outside world. The three

15 were developed by a spin-off from the EPFL called BlueBotics and

1 act autonomously and interact with the two actors and the set. The

iill have its world premiere May 1 and will play until May 17, 2009, (AP

'stone, Dominic Favre) Yahoo’ Espagne’ 23 aVI'” 2009
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Actress Laurence Iseli performs during j
a rehearsal of the musical 'Robets' at j 1

the Bamabe Theatre in Servion, near
Lausanne, April 22, 2009. The musical
tells the story of a man in self-
imposed exile who lives with threes
robote (a butler, a pat and a dancer)
and who iz facing a visit from a i
woman who represants his last link K Adato My Yahoo! | RSS
with the outside world. The three
automatons were developed by a spin-
off from the EPFL called BlueBotics “Parsopation Roquired
and are able to act autonomously and
interact with the two actors and the
get. The musical will have its world
premiere May 1 and will play until May
17, 2008. RFUTFRSAalen
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Bamabe Theatre In Servion, near Lausanne, Switzerland, Wednesday, April 23, 2000.
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A dancer of Candoco Dance Company performs during a rehearsal ...

[Reuters) - A dancer of Candoco Dance Company performs during a rehearsal of “The
Perfect Human/Stil” in Macric April 22, 2009. REUTERS/Andrea Comas (SPAIN
ENTERTAINMENT SOCIETY)... [Full Article]
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Dancers of Candoco Dance Company perform during a rehearsal ...
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